Guide for Judging Behavioral and Social Sciences Science Fair Projects

The Behavioral and Social Sciences category explores human and animal thought processes
and behavior, focusing on their interactions with the environment. Projects in this field use
observational and experimental methods to investigate cognitive, social, and emotional
phenomena. Below are key subcategories, project elements, and evaluation considerations for
judging.

Essential Project Components
When evaluating each Behavioral and Social Sciences project, look for a well-organized
presentation that includes the following:
o Objective: Clear articulation of the research question or hypothesis.
« Background Research: Evidence of prior understanding and context for the study.
« Innovation: Explanation of unique or improved methods, perspectives, or conclusions.
o Methodology: Detailed description of experimental design, data collection, and
analysis.
« Results and Conclusions: Well-presented findings, supported by data and analysis.
« Future Directions: Suggestions for improving the study or exploring related questions.

Subcategories and Evaluation Criteria
Clinical and Developmental Psychology
e Focus: Study and treatment of emotional or behavioral disorders and progressive
behavioral changes over an individual’s lifespan.
e Evaluation Criteria:
o Relevance and clarity of the psychological issues studied.
o Depth of understanding of developmental stages or clinical phenomena.
o Application of findings to real-world scenarios.
Cognitive Psychology
e Focus: Exploration of cognitive processes such as thinking, reasoning, and decision-
making.
e Evaluation Criteria:
o Oiriginality in studying mental processes.
o Use of appropriate experimental designs to evaluate cognitive behavior.
o Clarity in linking results to underlying cognitive mechanisms.
Neuroscience
e Focus: Investigation of the neural basis of cognitive functions such as memory,
perception, and emotion.
e Evaluation Criteria:
o Depth of understanding of neural systems and processes.
o Creativity in designing experiments to study brain-behavior relationships.
o Relevance of findings to neuroscience or psychology.
Physiological Psychology
e fFocus: Study of the biological and physiological mechanisms underlying behavior.
e FEvaluation Criteria:
o Insight into the connection between biological systems and behavioral
responses.
o Rigor in experimental manipulation and interpretation of results.



o Relevance to understanding behavior through biological processes.
Sociology and Social Psychology
e Focus: Examination of human social behavior, group dynamics, and societal institutions.
e Evaluation Criteria:
o Significance of the social or psychological phenomena being studied.
o Depth of analysis of group behaviors, attitudes, or decision-making.
o Applicability of results to understanding societal trends or behaviors.

Judging Considerations
« Scientific Rigor: Assess the quality of experimental design, statistical analysis, and
control measures.
o Clarity: Evaluate how well the student explains their project, methodology, and
conclusions.
o Creativity: Look for novel approaches or perspectives in tackling the research question.
« Impact: Consider the project’s relevance and potential applications in behavioral or
social sciences.
Projects should effectively combine scientific methodology with thoughtful exploration of
behavior and social phenomena, producing results that are both insightful and relevant.



